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‘Melody, but with an E at the beginning,

for electric!” says Nik Tarasov of

Mollenhauer, explaining the name of his

new ‘electrifyingly cool recorder’ in a

series of promotional videos that can be

found both on YouTube and on the
Elody’s dedicated new website.

In essence, Mollenhauer’s latest
recorder venture is a pearwood alto
recorder, flattened, edged and
streamlined, with a connecting point at
the side of the head joint and a pick-up
system integrated into the body. It
comes with a cable like an ordinary
electric guitar plug, which can be
attachead to an amplitier via a common
effects u
(the 1Phone has

it can be amplified and enriched with

such as a smartphone app
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sonic eftects ranging from soft

reverberative glow to caterwauling
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Tarasov (you may have caught him
demonstrating his new creation at
reenwich festival in November) is the
eveloper and face of the instrument,
and is quite obviously passionate that
 recorder should find a place in
ontemporary pop and rock music. The

Flody is well adapted to band playing

1e location of the pick-up inside the

| 11;{.1} - amplifying recorders externally
is a perennial problem, because other
instruments also end up being picked

up. Also, the range is extended down to
low E by a third key (in fact the ran@m
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extended in both directions) - useful
when sharing tonal space with a guitar,
as the latter also has E as its lowest note.
Tarasov says that the vivid, colourful
designs - stars and moons on blue, lurid
pink, skulls, zebra stripes, tiger stripes,
metallic paints, bold yellow zips,
spiders’ webs and bright red with
yellow flames — are inspired by electric
guitar designs. Once pointed out, this is
of course quite obvious, but the analogy
1sn’t immediately discernible at first
glance. In fact, so incongruous is such
primary-coloured painting on a recorder
that the effect is rather childlike, which
is a great pity as it rather diminishes the
‘cool” aesthetic that Mollenhauer is
obviously hoping to sell to youngsters
who fancy being in bands. I showed the
promotional videos to several of my
students, many of whom liked the
principle but none of whom could find a
design to suit. Those youngsters who
fancy being in bands would seem to
represent a large swathe ofthetmget
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block. The many vldens on
Mollenhauer’'s YouTube d'mmﬂ
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